
































































































































February 12, 1969

INTELSAT CONFERENCE
Position Paper

SUBJECT Rules'gﬁ_Procedure - CETS Consensus Issue

Problem:

There is at least one potentially scrious problem with
regard to the U.S. proposcd Provisional Rules of Proccdure.
In an Aide Memoire from The Netherlands, dated January 29,
1969, the sixteen member countries of the European
Conference on Satellite Communications (CETS) urged that
the Conference rules provide that decisions taken during
the Conference be on the basis of consensus rather than
voting.

U.S. Position:

In a circular message to our INTELSAT member posts
we instructed the posts to inform host governments that we
agree that maximum effort should be given to obtain
agreement by consensus. However, at a negotiating
conference, such as this one, there must be some provision
for reaching decisions if efforts to obtain consensus prove
futile. We mentioned the UN Conference on Road Traffic
and on the Law of Treaties as examples of recent international
conferences with two-thirds majority voting rules.

We should make quite clear that the U.S. takes the
intention of seeking consensus seriously and has no intention
of railroading any positions by means of voting, particularly
not over the opposition of a major group of member countries,
but that we cannot accept rules which have no provision for
the ultimate resolution of issues and would permit one or
a few members to block the conclusion of definitive arrangements.

References:

1. Conference Doc. No. 2 (Provisional Rules) Rule 8,
para. 20.

2. Netherlands Embassy Aide Memoire of January 29
(attached).

Attachment.
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