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July 3, 1969

MEMORANDUM roil jOHN EIIRLICHIAM

, . e

Regarding the WPM telcvisicat *tation liCe4180 renev,al
in r‘evii Yerk City. I attach &ti Gutline of our uuchz.rIstur.:Itn3
of the issue arzd the current statug.

.As you may know, this and the %;iii:11 anti 'IV LB cagey

Lave caused considerable cctItroversy and ccnvideratde
slam) asuit>rig the l)ro:41.-Icast It is ri Ott N,V(.`

may become irrvolvecl through legislation which has !nen
introduced in the Congrees re;arding appmpriate criteria
and procetkires for license roncw41.

Peter Flanigan has asked Tyle to point out in addition the
highly sensitive naturo of any e-...-pression interevt
the VI hits 1-toure in this case Ginee it falls under the quasi.-
judicial responsibilities of the Con-imisalon. •

Attachments
r . fiutterfield

cc: Mr. Flanigan
Mr. Whitehead/
Central Files

CriNhltehead:ed

Clay T. t'hiteht;ad
Staff Alt sls taut
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Citing subst.s.ntint anti material riueatione of fact, "
as well 6.s t.thtnUat public Intereut. " the
Broadcast Bureau of ICC rescinded the license

renewal for virnx, announced the appLication would
"remain perldiag. " and placed it in tile c,Iclerred

action status."

C141,IriA_ar4d

I) Forum insists they ilati en aseured by tile j'enev.al

Branch of rcc that ttle ViPLX license woIxid
renev.td 1-itziore the Lust vt.0.% cf.

Z) ICC Commissioner NichcAas Johnson, v,ho dirsentod in

the May :1st denial of delay, I. reported to havie assertcd:

*) The McCarthy alk:gations wzre publicised in Variety

six months earlier, and

b) Etrith was aware of the Letter in the Complaints Branch.

3) Ornitlx claims;

a) The Variety story ‘,..ras referreki te FCC general councei.
v‘ho told him Lto forget it, and

b) He ead not learn of the McCarthy letter until alter his
decition to renew WPIX's iiconte.

4) The New Itepttblic. citing a 'hihhly confidential Inter-office

=Ammo rane.ura. " insists that Smith aaked tho Commiesion

for perrnitsion to renew the WPIX liccnae the r.ext day
(i.e.. .Nay 2.2nd); he sr,'as refined this and in:tructed to proc6454
with "21 or t -a I procpinfl. " It is alleg:ad ha avinurt.-d tite

CommiLsion he vo-Ald hold u rkniel.,..al until Z.;.sy 2.6th, txtt then
proceeded to Grant it un May Z2nd.

S) WP1X is quoted as saying, ''Vve have been and 'Nil/ contiame

to cooporate tally with the FCC...."
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June 30, 1969 6:00 P..M.
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FOR : cc 07:0-:
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July 4, 1969

•• ;`,1
A. •

2:00 P. M..

President's Request for a Report: on Whet'ne:c or Not
"Forum" Gets a Television License in New York City.

:R,EQUEST;10:

Pro;)o.ro and

  For Y01.3.7:

REY..i-IR -XS :

4

—__

;Raul.

Please submit a follow-up report to the President as •requested
in the attached r.nemorandurri.

Please submit a report. to this office of when it: is expected that
you will have the information for the President's report.

••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

.7Trf ED.
c 0 r

If. you 1-.c.vci ar,y o-z if 7;41 ,
• . .. • . - • - ̂

.• • • " • • • • -•
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June 30, 1969

MEMORANDUM FOR: MR. EIIRLICHT4AN

Over the weekend the President reviewed your June 26th
memorandum concerning television station WPIX in New
York City. }le appreciated your passing on the facts of
the matter and asked that you follow up by keeping abreast
of the issue and reporting to him. He is especially interested
in knowing whether or not "Iorum", the ultra-liberal outfit,
gets the license.

cc: Mr. Flanigan

ALE XANDER?r.,?. BUTTERFIELD



WP1X-TV (Channel U). owned by 
the New York rally News, has

been in operation since 043, an
d is valued at between $40 and

$50 million. its license was
 due for periodic renevyal on Jena 1s

t.

In the Indefinite past (apparentl
y six or seven months ago) a

former employee,incyl.:cCart
t.,y, wrote a 'IV colleav.e aUit

g

that UPIX had broadcast two-
and-three-day-cid Un clips, Ari

d

rvpresented thorn e.a bkinl varren
t. Apparently, thin 1(401r found

itz way to the Complaint15 Et.nd Con
ipliance Livinion.Q( the Droadczet

Bureau of the E.CC. it is suyw claimed the lett
c,r was ir;nored la

granting the license rencrwai.

lvlay 14 -

cyenks:

Forum Celranunications, Inc., (L
awrence C. Grossman,

a former NBC vice preskdent 
irector), reported

to be a ' community acticin group
. '' pztitioneci the ICC

to delay the renewal of the W FI
X license watt 1“ay i.9th.

Ls order to allow time for For
um to prepare properly

and submit a competing applicati
on.

May ZI FCC denied the Foram petition
 far delay. but advised

that It could submit a "timely app
lication."

May 22 - 1) York= ru5znitted & 300
-page application; and

Z) Geor;e b. mLt2, Chia of the Broadcast Liu
reau of FCC,

renewed the N'•' PIX license along with 175 un
contevied

others, allegedly two hours be
fore the lama-. nuti1is6ion.

June 3 - The story bro!r,e in the New Yor
k Timcs. and ICC

investigators inquired into the 
LIcCarttly allesaticete.

She toslsted 1) crowd scenes a
llot in Zuttapent vex'e

broadcast an rpreovnting popula
.r reaction to the

Cr.c.ch occupatiun'ay oviet troops; .1., 

tiay-oid fot)tagaofcloturbanc.04 
at ;:sn !Francizco tto

Cic veto ryprf.:fiuced currcnt: 4.rld $) sco,cies

riotiug °ern:An students were c.iubb
e-d into Pitris evoats

for cilectiver.e2a. also charget; that afttr Le

protested pergonally to %FIX pre
sident. Irv! 'Thrower.

she was fired the no.xt day.


