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If so, to vhat extent does it still walke sense to expect those states 1o
exert major influence over textbook content, or is the distinction betlween
state -and local adoption breaking down? Similarly, we ask about the rigidity

- of Tocal district adoptions and the extent to which their dccisions are
actually binding in practice on individual tcachers and schools.

To what extent are the materials adopled by boards the ones actually
used in the classroom? When they are not, wny is this? How wmuch latitude
is given by law? In practice?

How are 'supplementary materials' defined? To what exient do local
districts, or schools within districts use supplementary materials as de
facio texts?

In states where local districts may use non-adopted texts if they are
approved upon appiication to state autiwority. how frequently do they utilize

this option? In such states do publishers continue to mariet non-adopted
texts?

I11-D-3 Private Orosnizations

e wish to understend the role of private organizations and pressure
groups in the adoption process. At what points do they attempt to exert
influence? How successful are.their attempts and what factors determine
their success or lack of it?

What roles do private interests groups play in the adopticn process?
Are there important differences betireen the kinds of groups that apply pres-
sure at the state and local leveis? The kind of pressure applied? Its eificacy?

_ To what extent do pressure groups on both sides of a controversial issue
set parameters Tor treatment of this issue in texts?

Where pressure groups demand substanlive changes in texthook content
(e.g., the wonen's movement's desire Tor new female role models in eleciantary
readers), 1o wiat extent are changes costly to publishers, to wnat extent
economically beneficial (e.g., in creating demand for new editions)? Do .
economic factors lead publishers, as businecssmen, to be more open to certain
kinds of substantive change than to others?

To what extent are there different decision-making processes for djf~
ferent kinds of subject matior? E.g., to whal exiont, if any, are decisions
about physics, language or vocational maieriais made largely by specialists,
while sensitive arcas like history, social studies, or biology (reproducticn,
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evolution) are contested in the political arvena? IF processes difloy con-
sidorably, do publichers have difierent sales strategics Tor controversial
and non-controversial books?
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