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Dr. Clay Tom Whitehead, 34, the President’s TV
adviser, appears to be the unchallenged Mr. Clean of
the Nixon Administration, never even once accused of
conspiracy, extortion, iax evasion, burglary, collu-
sjon, perjury or miscellaneous dirty tricks.

“But I've been investigated by the FBL” he con-
fided at lunch here yes-
terday. How did he know?
“Well, my father has a
gas station out in Ken-
tucky and a neighbor
dropped by one day and
said, ‘The FBI came
around checking on Clay,
I didn’t tell them any-
thing.’»

That was three years

ago when Nixon appointed

Whitehead director of the

White House Office of Tele.

communications Policy,

a $3.2 million-a-year op-

{ ecration that has given

" i i & Whitehead awesome infly-
CLAY T. WHITEHEAD  €nce over broadcasters:

Another club of fear? Whitehead was here to

deliver his second annual

address to the local TV Academy membership. On his

first trip here, the nation’s TV czar confessed to this

Itolumn that he did not have a TV set at home. Now he

1as one.

Did he buy it? “No.” Rent it? “No." Steal it? “No.”
Receive it as a gift from RCA seeking favors? “No.”
Then how did he acquire it, pray tell?

“I was married last May. My wife owned it and we
kept it.” The TV set came with the dowry? “It's a
black and white set,” said Whitehead. Oh, the set came
with a small dowry,

Whitehead's general counsel Henry Goldberg
notes that a year ago the press depicted Whitehead as
“a young czar riding the crest of power stuffing poli-
cies down the throats of the FCC and the Congress.”
Former FCC Commissioner Nicholas Johnson
charged: “Whitehead is scaring the holy bejesus out of
the industry.”

Asked here if broadeasters are running less scared
because of the Watergate or Agnew and other Admin-
istration scandals, Whitehead said: “Only to some ex-
tent. You are one of the few groups that have invited
me back to speak.”

The thrust ol his speech was that he wanted to
free broadeasting from rigid government controls yet
the expanding autho ity ol Whitehead’s own office im-
pelled one  loeal general manager (Russ Coughlin,
KGO-TV) to reter to the FCC and ask, “Are we to
“onsider vou another club of fear?”
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Union, government officials 3
in thorough discussion |
on maritime plans |

By Vice President Mel Barisic
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The problems of our declining merchant ma-
rine were discussed at an important meeting be-
tween government officials and members of the
AFL-CIO Maritime Committee a few weeks ago
at the Pentagon in Washington. Secretary-Trea-
surer Shannon Wall and I represented the NMU
in the discussions that took place.

We met with John W. Warner, Undersecretary
of the Navy, and Clayton Thomas Whitehead,
representing the White House, and had a very
thorough discussion of the present state of our
American merchant marvine and what it means
to the country. Also present was Robert A. Carl,
Special Assistant to the Undersecretary, who is
one of the most knowledgeable people on mari-
time affairs and a long-time friend of the U.S.
merchant marine.

Our discussions concerned the history, past
programs, and present status and future of our
merchant marine. We also brought up the im-
portance of maintaining and improving our pas-
senger fleet to serve our nation in times of peace

as well as in times of emergencies.

General agreement. There was general agree-
ment on the need for an adequate commercial
U.S.-flag merchant fleet. Naturally, there was
difference of opinion about what kinds of ships
and how many were adequate, But we think we
got some points across.

The government officials did not make any
commitment concerning our fight to eliminate
the phony “effective control concept.” But we
made clear that we believe it is one of the most
dangerous mistakes ever put over on our country.
We also made clear why we think the so-called
FDL ships cannot work.

Mr. Warner and the others showed a great deal

- of interest in the problems affecting the nation

and the maritime industry. The Undersecretary

revealed that he was well aware of the present

situation and said the administration intends to

come forward with a program but they did not
indicate what it would be.
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High-level confarence. Government and Union officials meet at the Pentagon for a high-level discussion on the prob-

lems affecting our declining Ameri
left to right are Robert A. Carl,

can merchant marine and their relation to our nation's power and prestige. Shown
Special Assistant to the Undersecretary of the Navy; John Bonner, [UMSWD:

Carroll Armstrong, Great Lakes
NMU: John W. Warner, Unders
head, White House Representati

Local 5000, USWA; Leon Shapiro, MEBA; Secretary-Treasurer Shannon Wall of
ecretary of the Navy; Vice President Mel Barisic of NMU; Clayton Thomas White-
ve and Hoyt Haddock, Executive Director, AEL-CIO Mgriti nitte
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White House concerned. Clayton T. Whitehead,
the special White House representative, reaf-
firmed the President’s interest in the maritime
industry as it affects our nation and expressed
his concern in our problems., He said he would
report the discussions which took place at the
meeting to President Nixon at the White House.

Hoyt Haddock, Executive Director of the AFL-
CIO Maritime Committee and his assistant, Ben
Man, met a few days later with high Navy
officials and went into more detailed discussion
on specific issues, including plans in the impor-
tant developing field of oceanography.

Admiral Odale Waters, who is responsible for
the oceanography development of the U.S. Navy,
stated very strongly that he agreed with the
ATFL-CIO Maritime Committee that the resources

and funding made available to this phase of mari-
time development must be increased very sharply
if we are to maintain a leadership position in the
world. Admiral Moovrer stated recently that our
privately-owned and manned merchant fleet un-
der the American flag must achieve and main-
tain a status which would be second to none in
the world.

There is a great deal of optimism in both
Democratic and Republican circles in Washing-
ton that action to bolster the floundering Ameri-
can merchant marine will be taken some time
this year. Many bills are being introduced into
the legislative hopper but no positive action has
taken place at the time this edition of The Pilot
went to press.




