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appointment to the Commission include:

Ivan Allen, Jr., former Mayor of Atlanta,

John ¥. Collins, former Mayor of .oston.

Dr. Lloyd C. Elam, president, Meharry Medical
College,

Kermit Gordon, president, the Brookings Institution.

William Gorham, president, the Urban Institute.

Morton Janklow, New York attorney.

Dr. Carl Kaysen, director, Institute for Advanced Study.

James R. Fillian, Jr., former President's Science
Advisor and Chairman of the Corporation,
Massachusetts Institute of Technology.

Edward Tevi, president, University of Chicago.

Dr. Emanuel Piore, vice president, International
Business Machines Corporation.

Henry S. Rowen, president, Rand Corporation.

Dr. Frederick Seitz, former president, National
Academy of Sciences, anc¢ president, Rockefeller

University.
Franklin A. Thomes, president, Bedford-Stuyvesant

Restoration Corporation.
James Q. Wilson, professor of government, Harvard

University.

In his letter to Mr. Wessell, President Nixon wrote:
"T ghould like to express to you my appreciation of the
ini iative of All e P. Sloar Foundat on in undertaking
to create and support the Commission on Cable Communications.
It is certainly my hope that your Commission, under the able

r :tion of Professor .dward Mason, will be able to come

successfully to grips with the problems we can expect to
encounter as wide-band communications are made available on
a2 large scale. I hope particularly that it will be able to

illuminate the tremendous potentialities of such wired systems.

- more -
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or most city dwellers in the United States will be linked by
cable television systems that will constitute the most power-
ful communications system ever conceived. Much of that
system will be devoted, as indeed it should be, to enter-
tainment and to news. But there will remain a channel
capacity beyond that ever previously put in place, capable
of providing a host of urban services for which there has

been heretofore no conception.

"It is now possible to imagine a revolution in the
manner in which such urban necessities as health services
are provided; health systems such as those which already
exist in major cities might be made more effective and more
efficient in manners of which we now have little or no con-
ception. Systems of vocational education linked tc employ-
ment services might contribute massively to the economic
well-being of the city. Cable television, uniquely capable
of serving small cities and areas within the large city,
might make a major contribution to community development. "

In accepting appointment as chairman of the Com-
mission, Dr. Mason expressed the hope that the work of the
Commission would bring into focus all the variety of needs
and of entrepreneurial activities that will ultimately

shape the cable television system that is now about to

come into beir .
- more -
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"There is a clear need,’ Dr. Mason said, '"for an
assessment of the promises and the threats of cable com-
munications, out of which there might come informed judgment
of the manner in which the new system should be encouraged
to grow and the steps that must be taken so that it will grow
in just that fashion. An assessment of that kind is an essential
guide by means of which the franchising power of the cities
and the regulatory power of the states and of the Federal
Communications Commission may impose limits and develop goals
for the system of the future."

The Commission, which will be supported by a
$500,000 appropriation from the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation,
will operate with its own professional staff, and will support
Studies on various aspects of its prcblem as they come to the
fore. The Commission itself will meet monthly, over a period
of fifteen months, and will report its findings late in 1971.

The Alfred P. Sloan Foundation, established in 1934,
has interests in science and technology, education, manage-
ment, and related problems of society. Assets at the close

of 1969 were $302,864,260 at market value.
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