


























PREFACE

All the available statistics confirm the pervasive role television
Plays in the United States, if not throughout the world. More people
own television sets and more people watch television than make use
of any other single mode of mass communication.

It is no won¢ ¢ then that television is the subject of much

attention, both directly as it serves its pu , »se and indirectly as

a source of concern to examine how well it serves its purpose. All
manner of inquiry about the input of television on he lives of the
American public has been and is being made. The isst -~ about public
television, cable TV, and the role of television in election campaigns
are all in the news today.

The question of violence on television has been one issue that
was raised almost immediately ¢ ter television became a major con-
tender for the leisure time and attention of the public. There have
been a number of prior public examinations of this issue, and a

number of statements and conclusions have been made.

The committee has taken into account these earlier stu .es in
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Cartoons were the most violent tyr of program. The number of
Cartoop pPrograms increased, from 32 in 1¢ 7 to 38 in 1969. The per-
entage of these programs containing some violence increased from 94
Percent in 1967 to 97 percent in 1969. Although the percentage of
1ead1ng characters involved in killing declined from 14 percent in 1967
£ one percent in 1969, on the average 88 percent of leading characters
incartOons were involved in violence for the 1967-69 period.

~~Whereas in noncartoon shows in 1969 the agent of violence was a
‘Man being in 78 percent of the cases, in cartoons this role was de-
Dicted as human in only 23 percent of the cases. Nature, animals, and
accidents are the agents of violence in more than three-quarters of the
Cageg,

Gerbner also tried to place the violence he observed into some
Social and moral context by looking at its time, place, and setting
and by noting the kinds of people who engaged in violence and the kinds
°f People who were its victims. He found that:

=~In 1969, law enforcement agents appeared in four percer of the
“artoon episodes and in 19 percent of the noncartoon. When they di
Play 8 role in noncartoon episodes, law enforcement agents were in-
Yolveq jp violence in 79 percent of the cases.

~~Violence is more likely to take place in the past or the future
(rather than in the present) and tends to be set in exotic, far-off, or
urlidentifiable places (rather than in surroundings familiar to viewers).

~~Violence is most frequently committed by white middle- and upper-

“lass males, unmarried and in the young adult or middle years.
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