

















































































































September 22, 1972

WENORANDIM POR

Mr. John D. Ehriichman
- The White Louse

Subject: Network Revuns and Mecting with John Gavin

There has been enthusisstic resctieas to the President’'s letter
and Sea Francisco speech frem most of the programming studies
snd the talent and craft unfons. There sre, however, some risks
in pushing the anti-rerum vig: teo hard. While no one disputes
the strong ststement in the President's letter that the increase
i rerunp constitutes a financisl threat to the filn industry,
sinple restrictions om the anuxber of revuas in prime time could
sctuslly drive down the surber ef expeusively produced originsl

grams, and hence mesa fewer jobs iw Hollywnod. Taft Schreiber

he fran officials & . nitn:y, snd others, and advises
thet wve tale grest care in srriviang af our “solutions.” This
sesns t0 be gnother exsmple of the love-hate relatioceship that
Mollywood kas with the netwerks--they de met want to endsnger
the prefits of the only game in town.

A1l this argues for & carefully wessursd response or our part,

¥s have started eut right dy net emdersing anicns' prepesal

that thae FCC place a 258 celling on the pernissible amount of

prime time reruns. Ve intend to precosd fn s sirilarly respmmsidle
vein, snd will sest likely try for a voluntsry solutioh to the rerea
problea tisd te seme related issus, such as the prime time access
vule or the need for serve eon,ctttl‘a with the present netwerks.

As teo oury timetable, we plen fo keep up considevadle visible
activity. Por exsaple, I met with 2 s¢lectien of unien snd
studie 3o in Lés Angeles the day after wy spesch last

week. kave pleaced working responsidility for this preject
under H Geldberg, uy Acting Ceneral Coumsel, He is meeting
now with Washingten representatives of the metworks and
will be helding a sevies of mectings en the West Cosst at the
end of next wesk. He has also begun to coerdimste cur activities
with PCC and Justice. Steps are also under way te obtain sone
quick eutside assistance on the aconomics end eperations of the
netwerk program dusiness. ¥We hope tp heve some results ea the
reroe preblex by December 1.
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