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racy said that was political interfer-
ence. Amid charge and countercharge,
public television is certain to be stymied
until 1973 and possibly crippled for-
€ stually t politics of TV, as dis-
tinguished from the politics on TV, has
become so complicated that to describe
it as warfare between two groups is a
bit melodramatic. There will be later col-
umns on this.) '
To solve the current deadlock, I'd like
to see a compromise. Of the federal
taxes going to support PTV under this
plan, a fourth or more should directly
aid the network. The rest should be
sent to the local stations with this pro-
vision: a fourth or more of the money
that the stations receive should be ear-
marke by law to be returned to the
PTV network to fund series of the local
station’s choice. In this way, the net-
work would have enough money to cre-
ate the  ows it feels the nation needs,
and the local stations would™ have
enough leverage to demand the pro-
grams they wish. s
“The White House obviously believes
the local public TV stations will be con-
servative enough to represent the Presi-
dent’s interests. Many  servers of PTV
wo | like to see a nationwide PTV net-
work with the muscle needed to investi-
gate what it wants when it wants and to_
tell us what it has learned. A compro-
mise might satisfy both goals.

can already hear the other hoots that
will greet this proposal. How do you
guarantee that the Eastern Establish-
ment, conservatives, Jews, b]acks. com-
mies, Archie Burkers or anyone my side
doesn’t like won’t take over the awards
and encourage the kind of shows they
want to see? (In Sweden, the govern-
ment and the industry submit lists of
experts ingependens of toin. Tho iisis
have boun in comarectls Sgicenwat.)
How do you apply what works in a
country of eight million pcople to 200
million argumentative souls? Who cares
what’s on television anyhow? We've
got the FCC, what more do we need?
W President Nixon buy that propos-
al? W Congress earmark funds? And
on and on and on.
Nevertheless, I think the idea deserves
investigation as one way to fight mental
pollution. It would Fe betrar than allow-

“ing radio and TV to reinain the way

they are now. Anything would.
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" By ANGELYN RIZZ0
Jefferson High School's ra-

dio station, WIJE-FM, will be

- dedicated in special cerer
nies at 2 p.m. Friday, Jan. 7,

by the director of the office
of telecommunications from
Washington, D.C.

. Filliam Frazicer, radio- TV
- unit director at

Jeff, an-
nounced that Clay T. White-
head, who also is the presiden-
tial adviser en communication
policy for the United States,
will be in Lafayette to dedi-
cate the new 230-watt station.
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Accompanying ~ Whitehead
for the dedication will be his
assistant, Brian Lamb, for-
merly of Lafayetie and a for-
mer student of Frazier's at

Jeif. Lamb is the son of Mr.
and Mrs. William Lamb, 3600

- Cedar Lane.

In preparation for the “‘on

" the air” signal, 40 of Frazier’s

radio-TV students took the
third class radio operator’s li-
cense test at Chicagn's Feder-
al Building Thursday. .
Frazier announced that the
official switch for broadcast-
ing will be thrown by White-

.-

=

. structional fa

.~ L I

head and himsell during the
dedication.

Special guests for the dedi-

cation will include the school |

board, administrators and the
Jeff administration. A recep-
tian for the official family will
follow the ceremonies.

Initial programming calls
for broadcast during school
hours, Frazier said, = these
later v . be expanded.

“w“we hope to be able to
broadcast some of the basket-
ball games yet thiz season,”
Frazier said.. )
The station Is basically to
corve as a training and in-
ty for Fra-
sier’s radio-television students
and also to serve the commu-
nity of Lafayette 2nd Tippe-
canoe County.

WIJE-FM will ba located at
91.9 on the FM dial and has a
range of about 15 miles.

Also in operation at the

schaol is a closed circuit tele-

vision unit, the first in the na-
tion on the high schonl level,
Frazier said. The television
facilities are heing used to
supplement  learning situ-
ations, by teachcrs to tape for
Jater showing of experiments
and lectures and also for stu-
denis to learn the operations
of television hroadeasting,.
At the radio station dedica-
tion, Whitchead will give an
address which will ne the first
broadcast over the airway
from the school.

. Nixon Bdviser To Dedicaie

Jeff Radio Statica Jan. 7

The third class radio oper
ator's license, for which t=9
pupils tested Thursday, wi:
allow them to operate the ra
¢ station, take meter reed
ings of the station and oparz:
all the equipment. Resuits ¢©
the tests will be announced °

. the students following Chrise

mas vacation.
Frazier said he pre-tests
the pupils prior to the exaw
inatic and preparaticn Tz
been in progress all semectar
Essentially, Frazier

sat

_with the third-class licensz :h

pupils will be eligible 1o wo!
at any radio or televisian st
tion ¢ the count as licers
operators, lowing ¢«
pletinn of the Jeff course. 77
test was administered by

Federal Communicau”
Commission official.

Accompanying Frazier z;
the 40 pupsls on the hus s-in
Chicazn were Rick Nites,
student tcacher from Purd
and WASK radin saticn 7
ploye and Ruger Pric.t.
announcer of WBAA 1270
Purdue University. Prirst 2
is a former student of ¥
zier's at Jeff.

Following the test, 150
pils toured the Chicazn !
seum of Science and Inw s
concenirating on ihe ¢~
nicatic  displays.







It is an unexpected pleasure for me to be here .today and participate
in dedicating this magnificant communications facility. Before arriving
here I read several background articles about this new Jeffersqn High
School radio and television unit and, of course, heard much from aﬁ old
student of Mr. Fraser's, who wouldn't stop ta <ing about the fantastic
television and radio studio being installed in his old high school.

I must séy, after seeing these facilities in person, that I am not ohly
amazed at how complete they are, but I am finding it hard to believe thatl
they belong to a high school. I am sure there are any number of colleges
throughout the United States that would bé overwhelmed to have this kind
of communications facility. There is no quick way to survey eve: single
high school in this country, but from the information available to me,
this has to be one of the finest, if not the finest, high school radio and
television facility in the entire United States. This facility is what most
communities have not yet envisioned and probably won't have for at least
another ten years.

As we all know, we are at a cross-roads, or better, at a turning point
in the future of communications. There are two exciting tech vlog s ready
to burst at the seams as soon as decisions are reached that will permit
their growth. .In probably less than 10 years we may see a ¢ mplete ¢ a e
in the way people communicate with one another with the advent of domestic
satellite system and cable television. Until now, people have not been able

to watch certain kinds of programming in their homes because of a scarcity
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to provide an important teaching tool that can also be beneficial to listeners

and viewers on the receiving end of this equipment.

I thank you, again, for allowing me to participate in this exciting event.




The following is a transcript of a television and radio
program produced and directed by Jefferson High School
students in Lafayette, Indiana. The program was taped
at the dedication of the new High School Communications
Facility on Friday, January 7, 1972.

Announcer: Live and in color the Jefferson Television

Center presents an interview with Dr. clay T. Whitehead,
telecommunications adviser to President Richard Nixon.
Interviewing Dr. Whitehead are Susan Clark, feature editor
of the Jeff Booster (school newspaper), radio and television
students, Dave Allenduff (senior), Craig Bone and Dennis
Kruszewski..

Question: Can you tell us what the OTP is and does because
we didn't have one before the Nixon Administration.
Whitehead: It was just set up last year by the Congress.

The President asked t 1. ] 2 se€ 1 It is nteresting,
though; there was a lot of talk as far back as the Truman
Administrat on that something like this was needed. Our

job is broken into two broad parts. One is to oversee

the use of e =ctronic communications by the Federal
Government. I am not now thinking about public relation
activities. I am talking of defense communications,
communications to control airplanes, space communications --
all of that kind of thing.

The Federal Government spends over 5 billion dollars a

year on all electronic communications and this is scattered
among all the departments. OQur b is to oversee all of
that and try to bring some coherence to it and to assign
radio frequencies for those uses. This is a big expense
for the ederal Government.

The other side of our responsibility deals with commercial
communications. Trying to figure out what is the future,
how it is regulated now, and what kinds of new laws and

new regulatory policies will be needed for the future.

For a long time we did not need an office like ours because
there really wasn't that much change going on.
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problems between a licensee in a particular town where there
is a group of dissidents that think the license should

be taken away. What decision are we going to make and

how are we going to make it. When you have that kind of

a heavy workload, with these very real day-to- —day possi- -
bilities, it is very hard to think where we will be 10

years from now. You've got to take care of today before

10 years from >w. '

The reason OTP was set up was to try to work with the FC
not to replace it in any sense, but to work with them tc
see what are the problems you are having. what are some

of the problems you anticipate and how can we work together
to try to sort this out. I stiIl think you'll see the

FCC continuing to do a lot of detailed regulation, but

it will be a little more clear in what areas they are

doing it. T

Question: When I studied radio and television, I learned
about the Fairness Doctrine, but I thought that was one of
the basic points to regulating this jindustry and you said
we should do away with this. I don't understand. We talk
about broadcasters rights but what about the public's
rights. >es the public have rlghts when it comes to
broadcasting?

Whitehead: The public's rights are, of course, the most
important. That is where you have to start from. The
Fairness Doctrine started off as a very simple k d of
thing. Saying that if a broadcaster presents one side
of a controversial issue, he has to be fair and provide
reasonable opportunity for preor e on the other side to
get on and have their say. Well, I think all of us in
this country would agree with that kind of principle.

The trouble is the Fairness Doctrir capital >ital
1as over the last 20 years come v mean SOMe ciiiing
cucirely different. It has become a mechanism used in
part by the FCC,driven very eavily by the courts to put
the FCC an <« wrts in the middle of ¢ 1 kinds of day-to-
day controversies about who gets on the television screen
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Question: I definitely think how?

Whitehead: Well, the how is really quite simply answered.

I was invited to join the White House staff when the new
~“qinistration came into office, and I was involved in a
awiber of matters. I was Special Assistant to the President
and that involved whatever problems arose while I was in

the White House. One of my responsibilities was communi-
cations, and the President recognized the need to look way
ahead and plan where we are going in communications policy.
He was concerned about the situation we have in other
regulatory industries - like the problems we have with
railroads. He didn't want to see that happen ih communi-
cations. So I was involved in working with all manner of
people to see how the = —rernment can deal with these
problems. It was deciued that OTP should be set up, and

I was involved in looking for some one to run it.

The guestions came up why don't I since I had been handling
these things. At first I didn't _think I was '~ Tiest person
to do it - there must be other people around knew more
and could do a better job. Essentially, I wa , wailed on
and decided to do it. I think a deeper answer that you may
be looking for is i at with the rapic amount of change going
on, 30 or 40 years of experience in broadcasting or television
business or something like that really is not that much help
in dealing with these new problems. It is possible for a
younger person like myself to deal with these problems
because I don't deal with ther through my long experience.

I deal with them by going out and findinc the people who
understand the problems - the people ho have the right
expertise and bringing them together and figuring out

how we deal with them. So I think younger people can dea

in some of these areas where change is the important thing.

Question: What really brought you to the attention of the
Nixon Administration?

Whitehead: Well, I sort of brought myself to their
attention. I felt if you feel .trongly about what is
happening in the country and you think it is important
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to do the right thing, then you have to get out there and
make it happen - instead of sitting back and critizing,
which doesn't work too well. During the 1968 campaign, I
felt that Richard Nixon was the best hope for the country
and that he would be a good President and would create
the opportunities to bring about some of the needed changes,
so I sought out some people I knew who were associated with
him and asked if I could be of help and here I am. o

Question: On the topic of CATV. I was reading about it.
I would like to know how growth of CATV can be of harm to
the broadcasting industry.

Whitehead: Well, it depends a lot on how CATV grows. If
we exclude the broadcaster so he can't have any part of
this new cable medium ~ if we then say - cable you can

use as many broadcast signals ds you want, bring them in
from wherever you would like to bring them, bring in as
many as you want and show them on a cable and you don't
have to pay as much or work as hard to éﬁ% on a program,
you run a very real risk of driving thé local broadcaster
out of business. It is just that simple. So, of course,
‘we are not going to do anything as stark as that. It
would not be good government policy to do that. It becomes
a question of how you strike balances. How you let the
broadcaster get into this. A

Question: You said you wante ossibly in the futur o]
have channels on the televisi  that will po 3ibly hua.o
as many as 40 or 50 programs on at the same time.

Whitehead: fThat's right.

Question: And with that you thought that instead of one
half hour or hour, or 90 minute programs we have today,
programs could be 45 minutes or however long they needed
to be. Say what you want to say and that would improve
programming. Is that one of the other benefits of CATV?

Whitehead: Yes. I think it would. You know when you
start talking about 50 ch--nels, television isn't the
same old thing that it us :0 be.
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Question: This Domestic Satellite Policy. I am not sure
I really understand what it is. Could you explain what
you hope to do with 1it? :

Whitehead: Right now it is not possible for anyone to
put up a communications satellite to use within the _
country. It is only allowed for international communi—fﬁ
cations. The reason that it is only allowed there is
because Congress specified how it would be handled for ,
international communications, and the -~ -vernment has not
been able to make up its mind how to uw.dle it in domestic
communications. What we propose is really quite simple.
I1f somebody has the resources and wants to put up a
system and sell the services to someone else, why not let
them. That may sound like common sense, but in the
bureaucracy of Washington, that could be a rather radical
dogma. It is not quite that simple, of course, because
you have to specify a lot of conditions:'ﬁnder what
circumstances people will be allowed to do it. Basically,
somebody wants to buy that kind of service, and somebody
wants to sell it to them. There is plenty of space up

there. We are far from using all the space and all the
spectrum. : ’

Question: But if you turn them 1 : like that on satellite
and CATV, you want to get less gc cnment control and r n
it more like a business. TV has a great influence on the
minds of the American people. Don't you think it will

lead to a little bit of irresponsibility on part of the
stations? Couldn't that be harmful to the country?

Whi 2head: Well, I would rather have a little bit of
irresponsibility dispersed very widely than have it highly
centralized in the ~~vernment. 1It is just that simple.

I am afraid there .s no perfect solution, but you are
quite right. The power is great. The vernment does
have to worry about seeing that power .. not misused. 1In
this country there is a long tradition of feeling that
particularly with the media and press, the -~ -vernment
ought to keep hands out as much as possibl.. What we

are trying to do is find a way to do that.
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Question: When Spiro Agnew gave his speech about broad-
casting and the news on the different networks, how did

you feel about what he said and do you agree completely

or partially? In general, how do you feel about what he
had to say?

Whitehead: Well, I try not to talk too much about that
because I think with the job I am in, I should not express
my personal views about the broadcast press and about
their journalistic qualities, but I do feel very strongly
that the vice President is not only entitled but is
obligated to think about those things and make his views
known; and if he feels that way about the press, and
certainly a lot of people would agree with him, he has

a great responsibility to say that kind of thing. I just
don't have any sympathy with people who feel that is
intimidation of the press. The press is a free press in

this countr: at implies a certain responsibility. The
Vice Preside... .an tell them they should live up to that
responsibility. 1If they are free to critize the rern-

ment, elected officials ought tS he able to reply wack and
forth. After all, it is not a one way street. What we
are looking for is a healthy givi i .ake between govern-
ment, the people and press. I would like to emphasize

the Vice President is not calling for me or the FCC to use
our governmental power over the broadcasters to enforce
his point of view. He has never suggested that. What he
is saying - broadcasters you ought to be doing certain
kinds of things. It is not at all incompatible with what
I am saying. The 'ernment should not regulate in such

a great amount of uecail. ‘

- end -
















