


CARS

2. He said the current setun with respect to White House
transoortation for White House staffers ig ridiculous. Porgal
transportation should be prohibited for all but the most senior
group of four or five White Ilouse aides who have 4 levitimate
necd to be driven to and from their homes, Te sald, urthermore,
there should be a small pool of cars available  to a group of

staff veople during the day to run to the Hill cte. but there is
absolutely nothing wrong «with the Washington, D.C. cab system
and people ought to use it.

BARBERSHOP

3. He says having White House staffers use the White ‘ouse
barbershop to get their hair cut is outrageous. He questions
whether this should cven be a White House barber. He thinks
it would be good for the President to go out of the White House
from time to time on personal tasks and either go back to the
Hill and get his hair cut or to g0 out to someplace into the city
to have his hair cut, ! He recognizes there may be reasons
why that is difficult but under 10 circumstances should the rest
of the White House staff be catered to by having their own

in house barber.}

MIESS

4, He said the hassle over mess privileges and access

to the White House Mess did great harm to the Nixon Administration.
He thinks that the number of people who have access to the Mess
should be drastically reduced. He thinks you need to provide

a facility in the building wherc pecple can get food but should
only be the barest kind, Heo questions the wisdom of having
both breakfast and dinner scrved in the White House Mess.

He thinks lunch is appropriate but that having it possible for
White House staffers to come :©  and eat breakfast lunch and
dinner in the White House keeps them here longer than they
need to be here and that they should be home witht sir familics
and/or having to eat the same as everyone elsc. Ie also

thinks the idea of servants in the fess to wait on the White
House staff hand and foot i bad. It gives them notions of
grandeur and serves to contribute to their overail arrogance.
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5. He said the biggest statas symbol in the White Iiousc
is the idea that you were so indispeasable that you must work

18 hours a dayv in order to do your job. He said that it's

ludicrous. He said a number cf policies should he ¢stablished
1

which firmly limit the number of hours any one individual can
work. He personally thinks 12 hours is more than adequate and
that if a man cannot do his work in 12 hours, there are only
two nossible explanations -- 1) he is incompetent or 2) he is

not properly organized and does not have the right kind of

suj ort to get the work done. He said that people should have
to explain to the chief of staff why they arc¢ working more than
12 hours rather than have to explain why they're working less

than 18.

LEAVE

6. He said that the fortress mentalities created by the
fact that people spend long hours and weckends working all the
time. That over a period of months a man actually loses touch
with reality. He thinks the isolation of the White House under
Nixon was at least as great for the staff as it was for the
President. He said that it should be a requirement that cvery
member of the staff including the Chief of Staff himself,

his National Security Advisor, etc., should be required to
spend ot least one three-day weekend out of 1e city of
Washington every six weeks to two months. FHe said there

¢ ould be absolutely no exceptions to this policy. Travel

with the President does not count as time out of Washington
because you travel in a tube and you are too isolated....surrounded
by the powers of the Presidency and cut off from contact with
the zal world.

CONCLUDING COMMENTS

He said that it is essential in his mind 1at thcse types of changes
Lo instituted immediately in order to preserve and promote the concept
of an open Presidency which Ford has so successfully begun. He believes
that if the President and those around him who are new to the ope ration
4o not move immediately, they will become captives of the system. Ie

said, for example, you ave got the situation of Mess privilegzes. He

d that unlcss some action is taken, you will end > adding the new
nzo; : to the Mess as well as keeping the old, which only doubles the
sumber of peonle who have the pergs and thercfore effected by the
“hite Housce mentality. IHe said once you've been in power for a period
A7 weoks the turf will have be n established, people will knov where
sina siand vis-a-vis the President issues a power  will be at stake
in tlc rms of the prrogatives that go with the office and that if you don't




Fhove now the mord staff will become tainted just as rapidly as the
Nivon staff did. He asked that his views be kept in confidence but
he did definitely want DR to sce them.













Early Options
for Ford Imprint

Personar Touches:
1. Trip to Grand Rapids (Labor Day, Veterans Day?)
2. What he does with his friends A
Visit with top civil servants (careers, pay, etc.)
. . . . 4
Regional listening sessions ’/;& .‘Wf % :

(instead of campaigning)

(2-3 days in one place; TV talk show for several communities;

minimum rallies; few speeches)

Swimming pool/golf W;A s L,«f’*\/

Visit with young people (perhaps selected by the President's
children or at their schools

Meeting his new neighbors in the District of Columbia
George Meany's birthday party, Friday, August 16

Meet with old Vice Presidential staff

August 28 luncheon with Mansfield and Murphy Committee
(shouid be prepared to have something to say, but the main
purpose is to indicate willingness to go meet the Congress,
Swear in a few early appointees, e, g., Greenspan, Carlson,

etc. (indicates awareness of importance of sub-Cabinet)

12. /r/(l' -







Visit with top carecr Civil Servants., The past Adminisiration
did not disguise its contempt and its distrust for carecer Civi
Service. Mistaking bureaucratic and institutional behavior
for hostility to the White House and to the public of principals.
The majority cof Civil Service supergrade employecs

are competent and often dedicated. They are concerned about
their role in government, about the past compression due to
Congress's refusal to raise executive level salaries and about
orderly carcer development, The President should find several
ways to indicate his respect for those Civil Servants who do
perform an important public service, A very good way to set
the initial tone would be for the President to meet with 10 or
20 such Civil Servants in the Cabinet Room for about 1/2 hour.

TIMING: Sometime in the next two weeks.,

Regional Listering Sessions, There will be great pressures on
the President to campaign for Republican candidates around the
country, but this is contradictory to the necessary Presidential
image of bi-partisanship and in healing and pulling the country
together, Moreover, this is the first President not elected by
the people. He did not campaign nationally for the office he holds.
Finally the President has - ‘to his office suddenly and
the peo ve a need to see him, to touch him, to get to know
the Pre¢ t; conversely, he needs to get out and listen and
hear w! >y have to say. This purpose could be served by
having .es of about 5-10 regional listening sessions.

he Pr it would go to a city (not necessarily the largest)
represyueave of a region of the country, establish a working
base for 1-3 days, give a few spceches with a wide variety of
business and community and labor leaders, give TV and radio
interviews to broadcast stations in tt region for use on their
home stations, etc.

TIMING: This would be spread over the next two and one-half months,







5. KEconomic Sumumit, The President has named Inflation
as our nation's No. 1 problem. Ie has identificd =ome

as our major initiative on it. How the Swmmit is designed,
how it is used in dealing with the Congress' new budget commilties,
OMB, etc., is crucial to the effective development of di-partisans
and politically saleable anti-inflation policy. As Alan Greenspan
says, it is 'a golden opportunity we are not likely to see again,
It is, therefore, crucial that this be a Success, crucial for

the country and crucial for the success of a Ford Presidency.
With the lack of confidence the country has had in itself and its
government over the last ten years, we cannot afford to have

this President fumble the ball on this cruci | is sue,

TIMING: Initial action by or on Labor Day.

But the Summit in successive phases might well carry through
until the President's State of the Union, Economic, and Budget
messages next year,

6. Education Bill Signine. This is an opportunity to

relations between the Administration : 1 the many educatio 1
lobbying organizatio ;. The bill is an authorization bill for
approximately $500 million additional expenditures and has a
moderately controversial busing proposal for the President
can't(?) it. We could suggest

he go to HEW for its signing, addressing an audience of educ ‘Hon
officials from around the country and HEW employees, sign the
bill there, and talk a bit about his approval of the principal of
the bill and the high priority of education in his Administration
but that when it comes to appropriations, education like everyone
else will have to weigh eir priorities but the country will have

to weigh its wish to spend money on education or on other
areas.,




7. Pensior 7 -form. This bill could he signed on Labor Day.

Vesting of pensions has bezn an important issue. Treasury

and OMB reconumend veto, but for technice reasons the President
probably should sign the kill, Ie can give a ringing statement
about pension for vesting, etc., as crucial to a mobile work

force and to an individual's economic freedom. The President
thus cou 1 use the signing of a Nixon bill as a platform to

launch a call for truly comprehensive and far reaching pension
reform in the future.

8. Health Insurance., Secretary Weinberger needs clear

ne otiating posture in dealing with Congress and will be

healer(?) bill, As the President has said, the key question

is whether ti 35 bill will £ t{?) on the principal of non-Federalism,
e enould meet with Secretary Weinberger, perhaps shortly,

before ¢ after the meeting with a non{?) or medical

groups and conswmers of medical care, Then make his

announcement forcefully that he wants health insurance and

will compromise with the Congress but he will not

the aide of the Congress by the Federal Government, The
Federal Government can make sure that people have available

go  health insurance, but the Federal Government should not
dictate to them that they will have only one form of health
insurance.

9, Invite King Hussein to Alexandria home for cocktails and travel

with the King to the White House for the State Dinner this Friday

night,






















THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH!NGTON

August 20, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESTDENT

FROM: KENNETH RUSH
L. WM. SEIDMAN

S JJECT: Summit Conference on Inflation

This memorandum sets out a basic plan for the summit conference on
the economy.

GCoals to be Achieved From the Summit Conference

1

Goals which should guide the planning and conduct of rthe T

2 Econonic
Summit Conference are:
1. The Summit should clarify the realities of the naticn's
present economic condition.
2. The Summit must seek to develop a c( sensus on the basic

policies which shouid te adopted to deal with the problem
of inflation. This consensus could take the form either

of specific agreements adopted as conference positicns or
of a statement of a corprehensive Administration position.

3. Consensus on the need for fiscal restraint through control of
the federal dget is the first act.ua to be sought. Also a
dialogue on monetary policy will seek agreed objectives in
this area. Consensus also should emerge 1 the need for
responsit 2 private waze and price behavior and a national
effort to increase productivity.

4, New and realistic approaches to combating inflation will be
sought and explored. Yo attempt will be made to reach
agreements on these new approaches at this time.

5. Areas of hardship needing immediate acti 1 will be

cetermined for recommended action.







Suzmit conference on September 30 and October 1. Tt will be open

to the public. This meeting, presided over by the President, would
irnclude participants from each of the groups invited to the
meetings and would hopefully res

and willingness to

preliminary
ult in a public expression of commitment
accept the necessary sacrifices.







2. Banking and F' e -- Siwon

3. Agriculture -- Butz
4. State and Local Goverpment —- Lyon
5. Consumers and other Public Interest Groups —-- Weinberger

6. Other meetings may be scheduled if considered desirable.

Detailed planning and responsibility for meeti ;s will be with the
Cabinet officer involved.

Total number of participants will vary from 25-50, depending uron subject,
and will dnclude representation from the relevant committees of Congress.

Meetings will open with brief survey by officials of the current
economic situation and an explanation of existing policy.

Participants will then be invited to comment on current situation
and policies and to cffer new ideas.

Fach meeting will produce a report of its analysis and recommendations
for use at the summit.

Avenda:

For maximum results, it is important that a carefully drawn agenda be
prepared for each of the departmental meetings and for the meeting
with the economic leaders.

Sumri* -- September 30 - October 1

All participants in presumit meetings will be at the summit.

However, each sector reeting will choose several of its own menpers,
perhaps a maximun of 10, to take an active role in presenting its report
and engaging in discussion at the summit. The others would participate
as observers and in a question period during the meeting.



















