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Clay Whitehead, 69, a former chief executive of Hughes Communications...

Clay Whitehead, 69. a former chief executive of Hughes Communications and founder
of SES, died July .. of prostate cancer. Whitehead was a "satellite pioneer," an
industry insider said. Whitehead was special assistant to President Nixon, with
responsibility for several agencies including the FCC and NASA. He was the first
director of the federal Office of Telecommunications Policy, responsible for

administration policy on communications issues and the government's own telecom
activities. Whitehead is survived by his wife and two children.
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Susan Burgess

From: Susan Burgess

Sent: Tuesday, July 29, 2008 6:57 PM

To: Margaret Whitehead

Subject: European news has picked up the obituary

Rapid TV News, a European telecom newsletter, has published a very short obituary based on
The Washington Post piece. Also, the current President and CEO of SES Americom, Edward D.
Horowitz, posted a nice comment about Tom at the bottom of the web page (so this online
journal seems to be taken seriously by industry professionals) .

http://rapidtvnews.com/index.php/200807291787/clay—whitehead_dies.html
Clay Whitehead dies
Chris Forrester, on 29-07-2008

Clay Tom Whitehead, a true pioneer of satellite and pay-TvV broadcasting died a few days
ago (July 23) in Washington DC aged 69. He had been suffering from prostate cancer. Dr
Whitehead was one of the founders of Luxembourg satellite operator Astra.

Dr Whitehead had an illustrious engineering career and for four years from 1970 was the
White House s director of Telecommunications Policy. He was a far-thinking pioneer, and
said his chief concern was to try and get the (then) Nixon a 1inistration to become more
anticipatory in addressing rapid technological change.

His far-thinking very much extended to the role satellites could, and would, play in the
future. Dr Whitehead is credited with demolishing the Comsat and Intelsat monopoly over
transmission, and his encouragement allowed rival systems to come to the fore and thus
help the emerging cable industry bypass AT&T s costly leased lines.
In 1979 he joined Hughes Communications as president, and was i ;trumental in backing the
launch of the Galaxy program of commercial satellites. He left Hughes in 1983 in order to
put together a $180m consortium that evolved into Astra.
Unfortunately he spent some 10 years of his life in a legal squabble with SES Astra (and
the Luxembourg government) claiming a total of $ .8bn and receiving some 30m as dividend
payments in a Court-ordered settlement in June 2002.

Posted by Edward D. Horowitz, on 30-07-2008:
Tom was a true driving force in the development of the non-common carrier "private"
satellite business. It was a privilege to know and work with him.

(Here is a link re Edward D. Horowitz:)

http;//findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_mOEIN/is_2005_April_7/ai_n13562528
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FIRST OTP HEAD DIES

Television satellite pioneer Clay T. Whitehead, 69, died July 23 at Georgetown
"mive~r~ity Hospital in Washington:; he had prostate cancer, according to the
washington Post. From 1971 to 1974, Mr. Whitehead was the first director of the
U.S. Office of Telecommunications Policy, a | ite House agency that was a
forerunner to the National Telecommunications & Information Administration. After
leaving the government, he established the Hughes Communications, Inc., Galaxy
satellite system and the European Astra direct broadcast satellite operation. At
the time of his death, he was working on a history of federal telecom policy,
according to the Hudson Institute, where Mr. Whitehead was a trustee.

TR Daily, July 29, 2008
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DEATHS LAST WEEK

Bruce Adler, 63, actor who received Tony nominatio ; : r his Broadway performances
and lent his voice to some Disney films; July 25, in Davie, Fla., of cancer.

Anne Armstrong, 80, adviser to Presidents Richard Nixon and Gerald Ford and the
first woman to serve as U.S. ambassador to Britain; July 30, in Houston, of
melanoma complicat: ns.

Dr. Thomas Barber, 84, longtime professor and later an adjunct faculty member at
the University of Illinois at Chicago's dental school; July 24, in Arroyo Grande,
Ccalif., fellowing heart surgery.

Joe Beck, 62, jazz guitarist who collaborated with Frank Sinatra, Miles Davis and
James Brown; July 22, in Danbury, Conn., of cancer.

Michael Berniker, 73, prolific record producer whose diverse projects won nine
Grammy Awards over four decades; July 25, in Great Barrington, Mass., of kidney
disease complications.

Bud Browne, 96, former lifeguard who became known as "the father of surf films";
July 25, in San Luis Obispo, Calif.

Dr. Daniel Bukantz, 90, national champion and Olympic fencer and a longtime Olympic
fencing referee while pursuing a career in dentistry; July 26, in New York, of lung
cancer.

Hiram Bullock, 52, soulful and adaptable jazz and rock guitarist who was a member
of the original ba 1 for "Late Night with David Letterman"; July 25, in New York,
after battling cancer.

Harriet Burns, 79, first female artist at Walt Disney Imagineering and a designer

of se' ral Disneyland rides; July 25, in Los Angeles, of heart surgery
complications.
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Bob Woodward & Carl Bernstein, The Final Days (1976) at pp. 158, 214 (excerpted).

* * *

Sunday 27 July 2008
Washington, D.C.



















