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NEW YORK--At first glance, the cable television industry shouldn't have been too happy about the
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NEW YORK A federal judge denied a motion by TelePrompTer Corp. and its former chairman, Irving B.
Kahn, for a new trial in the case where the company and Mr. Kahn were convicted of conspiracy and bribery
in the award of a cable television franchise.

Document 10 of 48

Airing Cable TV Issues
By John Carmody. The Washington Post, Times Herald (1959-1973). Washington, D.C.:Jul 11, 1972.

(1 pp.)

Author(s): By John Carmody

Document types: article

Section: ENTERTAINMENT

Publication title: The Washington Post, Times Herald (1959-1973). Washington, D.C.: Jul 11,
1972. pg. B5, 1 pgs

Source type: Historical newspaper

ProQuest document ID: 99603102

Text Word Count 689

Document URL: http://proquest.umi.com/pgdweb?

did=99603102&Fmt=2&clientld=31810&RQT=309&VName=HNP

Abstract (Document Summary)

Mayor Kenneth A. Gibson of Newark N.J., had sent two representatives, and there was a fellow from
California and a public utility man from Rhode Island, but most of them at the meeting yesterday were cable
TV industry types.
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Despite extensive competition and an intricate maze of local, state, and federal regulation, the outlook for
the cable television industry appears bright-...
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IN his paean to cable TV, "Getting Wired or the Day the Fog Lifted in Our Living Room," Robert Berkvist
suggests that the Federal Communications Commission requires every cable operator to provide two free
public access channels for the general public. Alas, this is not so.
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As a subscriber to cable TV for the past eight months, I read with great interest and an occasional snicker
the article by Robert Berkvist extolling the virtues of cable television. From personal experience I feel that
before long he will find his enthusiasm for cable TV beginning to wane and turning to utter boredom, due to
repetitive programing.
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Councilman Louis Nowell said he will oppose as "highly discriminatory" a proposal coming before City
Council today to levy a 5% tax on fees charged for cable television service.
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A number of Long Beach area churches are showing what they are doing in music, counseling, housing,
education and other work through cable television.
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A season of 23 major concerts -- including 10 live programs by the New York Philharmonic -- is planned for
cable television here by three of the city's foremost art institutions, Lincoln Center, the City Center and the
Brooklyn Academy of Music.
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TRENTON, Nov. 29 -- Regulation and supervision of cable television in the state was virtually assured
today by passage in the Assembly of a bill creating an office of cable television with power to regulate the
industry.
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Prince George's County Councilman Francis W. White said yesterday that he will sell his 11 per cent interest
in Prince George's Community Cablevision Corp. (PGCCC), a leading contender for the county's cable
television franchise, because his involvement with the company "has left a considerable question mark in
the community.
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WASHINGTON, Dec. 21 -- The Justice Department filed suit in Federal District Court in Atlanta yesterday
blocking a merger of Cox Cable Communication, Inc., of Atlanta and the American Television and
Communications Corporation of Denver, charging that the merger would violate the antitrust laws.
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WASHINGTON--In its first attempt to block a cable telvision merger, the Justice Department sued to
prevent the acquisition of Cox Cable Communications Inc., by American Television & Communications
Corp.
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Thieves made off late Wednesday with three amplifiers that feed the main cable lines of Sterling Manhattan
Cable Television, Inc., leaving 50,000 cable-TV subscribers with blank screens.
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The Magnavox and Teleprompter corporations have demonstrated a 'new pay-television system that will
permit cable TV. subscribers to press a button, select and be automatically billed for movies, sporting events
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and other special programs.
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ANNAPOLIS, Feb. 15 -- Two state senators introduced legislation today that would give the state's
secretary of licensing and regulation the power to regulate cable television franchises throughout Maryland.
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NEW YORK - A federal appeals court narrowed considerably the circumstances under which a cable
television system can transmit a broadcaster's programming without incurring copyright liability.
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The Teleprompter Corporation announced yesterday plans to test the feasibility of linking by satellite its
cable systems in 33 states and two Canadian
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The Federal Communications Commission announced yesterday it is launching a "non-public" inquiry into
obscenity on television and radio and over cable TV.
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A special committee of the Nixon Administration that has been working for nearly two years on a long-
range Government policy for cable television is expected to recommend soon that cable-system operators be
prohibited eventually from producing their own programs.
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The National Cable Television Association is urging the government to clarify rules which have resulted in
obscenity being broadcast over some cable TV public access channels.
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The Federal Communications Commission yesterday found Teleprompter Corp. qualified to run cable
television systems, clearing the way for the agency to consider the firm's 55 pending cable TV applications.
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Abstract (Document Summary)

WASHINGTON The Federal Communications Commission declared TelePrompTer Corp. legally qualified
to expand its cable television system and began processing a backlog of 55 applications from the company
to initiate operations in new areas.
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One year into the era of what was billed as the communications revolution, the average American has yet to
see the impact of cable television.
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The State Public Utilities Commis sion toby formally approved and sent Out its much-delayed set of rules to
regulate cable television in New Jersey's 567 municipalities.
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Cable television will not gain pre-eminence over commercial television nor become a major mass medium
"if left to the normal economics of the marketplace," Julian Goodman, president of the National
Broadcasting Company, said today.
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Warner Communications, Inc., has reached an agreement to acquire the cable-television systems of Time
Inc., it was learned yesterday. Announcement of the transaction is expected to he made today.
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An electronic converter that was patented this week can provide cable television subscribers with four
additional channels not normally available. Signals that fall between the regular channels can be received.
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Pro football had a prevent defense against Congress tampering with its home-game blackout policy, but
discarded it.
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You and your TV set--who watches whom?

Citizens here are worried that CATV cable television (or community antenna TV) could be used to watch as
well as entertain them.
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The 22nd annual National Cable Television Assn. convention opens today at the Anaheim Convention
Center, with some 6,000 participants expected to register.
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Association president David H. Foster, in his keynote speech, virtually declared war against other media and
special interest groups which he claimed were sabotaging cable at the opening sessions of the...
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After five California congressmen Tuesday took turns berating themselves and the Congress for their major
role in allowing cable television to develop so chaotically, they promised that a definitive statute updating
many facets of the communications industry would be hammered out within a year.
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Watergate has made a difference.
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Are you ready for the push-buttom life-style?
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NEW YORK Warner Communications Inc. and Sterling Communications Inc. said they were unable to
reach a definitive agreement for the sale of Sterling's cable television systems and franchises in Manhattan
and Long Island to Warner.
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Cable TV, the awakening information-entertainment giant in your community, is already showing signs of
becoming an electronic monster in your home.
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Cable TV Ruled
Not in Violation
Of Copyrights

TelePrompTer’s Picking Up
Of Signals Was Challenged
By CBS in Suit Filed in 64

Winner Posts Profit Leap

By a WaLL STREET JOURNAL Staff Reporter

NEW YORK - A federal court ruled here
yesterday that cable television companies that
pick up signals broadcast by commercial sta-
tions aren’t violating U.S. copyright laws.

The decision by Judge Constance Baker Mot-
ley resulted from a suit brought in late 1964 by
Columbia Broadcasting System Inc. and others
against TelePrompTer Corp., the nation’s larg-
est operator of cable television systems.

In its original complaint, CBS said that
cable systems were violating the copyright
laws by transmitting copyrighted programs
without permission. At the same time the net-
work said it would grant the systems permis-
sion to use network programs once the copy-
right principle was established.

In reply, TelePrompTer said at the time:
““These programs have already been paid for
by sponsors. We aren’t being paid by our sub-
scribers for programming. We are being paid
for building antenna towers, stringing cable
and making connections.”

CBS officials said they would decline com-
ment on Judge Motley’'s ruling until they had
had time to study it more thoroughly.

Raymond P. Shafer, chairman and chief ex-
ecutive of TelePrompTer, said: ‘“We are very
pleased with the decision in this case, which
very clearly is a victory for the television
viewer.””

In her ruling, Judge Motley said: “We find
that the cable television systems beforc us
don't function as broadcasters . . . that they
don't ‘perform’ plaintiffs’ works and hence
don’'t infringe their copyrights.”

Referring to the fact that the nation's larg-
est cable television operators were recently or-
dered to ‘‘originate’” a certain amount of pro-

g on their spare channels, she said:
‘““We are of the opinion that the copyright liabil-
ity for the ‘reception service' shouldn’t be af-
ected by what can be considered an unrelated
function—program origination.

“It is true that the originated programs and
the received programs are sold to subscribers
as a package; nobody buys one without the
other. But the nature of the function of a cable
system with respect to received shows isn’t
changed by the presence of original material
on other channels or at other times. What
TelePrompTer js doing to plaintiffs’ copy-
righted material, and other over-the-air broad-
casts, is the same whether the cable television
systems originate programs or not."

Meanwhile, Mr. Shafer told the Tele-
PrompTer annual meeting yesterday that first
quarter earnings had risen 80% to $2.8 million,
or 20 cents a share, from the restated $1.7 mil-
lion, or 13 cents a share, a year earlier. The
1971 figures were restated to take into account
a four-for-one stock split effected on Feb. 24,
1972. Mr. Shafer also said the company had a
total of more than 665,000 subscribers as of last
week, up from the 620,951 it had at the start of
19872,

Mr. Shafer said the company expects to file
later this month its registration statement for
an offering, through underwriters, of common
shares in an amount sufficient to provide net
proceeds of up to $50 million.

Shareholders at the meeting approved an in-
crease in the company's authorized common to
40 million shares from 20 million.
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By Tom Shales-

Everybody wants a piece
of the cable, and at a semi-
nar on cable TV this week-
end, 240 people talked about
how to go about getting one
for themselves.

Educators, clergymen,
urban planners, video
freaks, members of citizens
groups and others attended
the seminar, “Talk Back to
Cable,” at the headquarters
of the National Education
Associalion here.

Dr, Harold E. Wigren, an
NEA official and chairman
of Publi-Cable, Inc., sponsor
of the seminar, described
the organization as a coali-
tion of individuals con-
cerned with the coming of
cable and the publie inter-
est. The NEA is a member,
but not the sponsor, of the
group, he said.

Cable TV differs from reg-

ular TV in the way.it deliv- .

ers asignal through coaxial
cables rather than over the
air. A cable signal is
stronger and clearer, and in-
creases the channels availa-
ble to as many as 40.

Who will have access to
those channels was the prin-
cipal topic at the seminar.
Delegates discussed how
they could assure them-
selves a place in their own
community’s cable system,
anticipating the day when
America is an interconnect-
ed system of “wired cities”
comprising a “wired nation.”

The seminar closed with
an address by Tony Brown,
dean of Howard’s School of
Communications and execu-
tive producer of NET’s
“Black Journal.”

Brown said “cable is pass-
ing minority people by” the
way mass communications

* have always done. He told

the. predominantly white au-
dience, “We have as much |
right to educate you about !
ourselves as you have to ed-
ucate us about yourselves.

“You helped us develop
our problems,” said Brown,

“so you ought to be included
in the resolution of them.”
He said most journalists in
the mass media are white
and have “no background,
no undersianding, no inter-
est, and no sensitivity” for
black people.

Fred W. Friendly, once
president of CBS News and
now TV consultant to the
Ford Foundation, opened
the seminar Friday night
with a speech attacking the
FCC’s new regulations on
cable TV. He charged the
rules were a sellout to the
“power brokers” of {he
country at the expense of
the viewing public.
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C.B.S. APPEALS CASE
RULED FOR CABLETV

The Columbia Broadcasting
System said yesterday that it
would appeal the decision last
week by Judge Constance
Baker Motley in Federal District
Court here upholding the Tele-
prompter Corporation’s trans-
mission of CB.S. shows and
movies to its cable TV sub-
scribers without payment of

copyright. §

“In the 1968 Fortnightly
Case,” C.B.S. said, “the Su-
preme Court decided that cable
television systems which do no
more than carry essentially
local broadcast signals are not
liable for copyright infringe-
ment. Now the District Court
has decided that cable systems,
iwhich among other things im-
port distant broadcast signals
—even from hundreds of miles
away—without any copyright
authorization whatsoever and
originate substantial amounts
of programing of their own in
direct competition with the
broadcasters, do not. have to
pay for the copyrighted broad-
cast signals they carry.

“We hope . . . the copyright
law does not give cable systems
this extraordinary privilege at
the expense of broadcasters,
copyright proprietors, authors,
performers and, ultimately, of
the public.”
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FCC Chief Cites Flaws

New Regulations for Cable TV Hit

BY CAROLYN TOLL

The chairman of the Fed-
eral Communications Commis-
sion yesterday charged that
“there are bugs the size of
elephants” in the commission’s
new regulations on cable tele-
vision,

“T am as perplexed as you
are about the regulations,”
Dean Burch told 5,000 people
attending the 2Ist annual con-
vention of the National Cable
Television Association in the
Hilton Hotel.

" . "I am perplexed because we'

are cntering an era of regu-
latory maze. It's a brand new
industry and there are too
many unknowns,” Burch said,
One of the *“bugs” is the
question of which level of gov-
ernment has jurisdiction over
the industry, The other is con-
flicts with the broadecast in-
dustry over copyrights.
Jurisdiction a Puzzle
“Here, as in a few other

tion is up for grabs,” he sald. it is going to become a gen-

“It is a ‘free fire zone.' "

Burch said the industry reg-
ulations bring federal, state,
and local governing bodies “all
into play” and the commission
is attempting to integrate cable
TV into a national communica-
tions structure.

Up to Industry

“The ball is in cable’s court,
It is up to you whether cable
is going to be just another
means of bringing a clearer pic-

states, even intrastate jurisdic- | ture into the home or whether

uinely new and competitively
different media of communica-
tion, offering everything from
entertainment and sports to
classroom instruction, movies,
public rap sessions, and com-
mercial services.”

Last summer the Illinois
Commerce Commission as-
sumed jurisdiction over the
granting of cable TV franchises
in the state. The ICC jurisdic-
tion is now being challenged
in Illinois courts by the Indiana-
Illinois Cable Television Co.
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HIGH COURT BACKS
/R, ON CABIE Y

Upholds Agency’s Authority!
| to Order Programing

WASHINGTON, June 7 (AP)
—The Supreme Court strength-
ened the Federal Communica-
tion Commission’s authority to
regulate cable television with
a ruling today that the regula-
tory agency had authority to
order cable operators to origi-
nate some of their own pro-
graming,

The Court rufed 5 to 4 to
overturn a decision by the
United States Circuit Court in
St. Louis that the F.C.C, had
overstepped. its authority. The
challenge to the ruling had been
brought by the Midwest Video
Corporation, which operates ca-
ble television systems in Mis-
souri, New Mexico-and Texas.

Such systems capture TV and'
radio signals and carry them
by cables into homes, mostly
in communities with poor re-
ception for direct signals, .

The F.C.C. ordered in 1969
that cable systems with more
than 3,500 subscribers must be'
able to present programs other
than automated services.
| - Chief Justice Warren E. Bur-
ger said the F.C.C. should be
allowed wide latitude until Con-
gress acted to deal with the
problems brought about by the
emergency of cable TV systems,

Four Justices, William J.
Brennan Jr., Byron R. White,
Thurgood Marshall and Harry
A. Blackmun voted with Mr.
Burger. >

Dissenting were Justices Wil-
liam O. Douglas, Potter Stew-
art, Lewis F. Powell Jri‘and
‘Willlam H. Rehfquist: * -~ ¥
i “Justice Douglas, writiﬁgé%er
‘the minority, said he felt Con

n-
gress was the agency to decide
if cable systems should origi-
nate programs and Cohgress
had ‘not acted.
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Most Cable TV Giants See a Silver Lining
In Court Backing of FCC on Programming

By JAMBS MACGREGOR
Btag Reporter of THE WALL BTRERT JOURNAL
NEW YORK—At first glance, the cable tele-

After all, most CATV systems don't do
much in originating programs, they make their
money from.picking up and transmitting sig-
nals from conventional, over-the-air TV sta-

for
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cantly confirms the FOC's broad regulatory au- !
thority in the cable-TV field, which we consider
to the orderly of the me-

dlum."
In the context of CATV, an originated pro-

conventional TV station. The category

o gener-
- ‘ally doesn't include first-run movies and other |

for which a
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vitd the
rule was first , as did several other
CATV operators. “We didn't want the ex-

the key to CATV success but doesn't
lower-cost programming is valuable. “No
one is going to watch that over the
show,” the official said.
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U. S. Court Rules
Cable TV a Utility

! sT. LOUIS, June 13 [UPIl—|
" The 8th United States Court of
_ Appeals has ruled that cable
. television is a public utility
' which should be regulated ac-
- cording to municipal ordinances.
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TelePrompTer Motion
For New Trial Denied

Firm, Ex-Chairman Irving B. Kahn
Claimed Added Evidence in Case
Involving Cable-TV Contract

By a WALL STREET JOURNAL Staff Reporter

NEW YORK-=>A federal judge denied a mo-
tion by TelePrompTer Corp. and its former
chairman, Irving B. Kahn, for a new trial in
the case where the company and Mr. Kahn
were convicted of conspiracy and bribery in
the award of a cable television franchise.

TelePrompTer and Mr. Kahn had claimed
that newly discovered evidence might have af-
fected the outcome of ‘the prévious trial. After
Judge Constance Baker Motley denied the plea
in U.S. district court in New York, Tele-
PrompTer said it planned to begin proceedings
at the U.S. court of appeals level “fairly imme-
diately.’

If the convictions are upheld, TelePrompTer
faces a $10,000 fine for its actions in the award
of the Johnstown, Pa., CATV franchise, while
Mr. Kahn, who was also convicted of perjury,
faces a five-year prison sentence.
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Airing Cable TV lIssues

By John Carmody

Mayor Kenneth A. Gibson
of Newark, N.J,, had sent
two representatnves and
there wes' a fellow from
California and a public util-
ity man from Rhode Island,
but most of them  at the
meetmg yesterday were ca-
ble TV industry types.

Amos Hostetter, who was
down from Boston but who
represents a firm in Ohio,
pointed out that there was
“$1,500 an hour in advice sit-
ting at.this table” during the
five-hour talk session at the
Federal Communications
Commjssnon. You can bet
there wasn’t much said that
wouldAupset anybody, either
at FCC or in cable TV, at
that table.

It was a new group, some-
thing called the “Steering
Committee for the Cable
Television Advisory Com-
mittee to Examine the Prob-
lems of Federal-State/Local
Regulations for the FCC.”
They were meeting for the
third time since the commis-
sion both relaxed the rules
on cable TV in March and
formed these advisory
groups.
wBventually, the sleering
ﬁumttee is going to be
giarig that $1,500-an-hour
advice for free to the FCC
on veyerything from prob-
lems of overlapping local
regulations to who should
bé'allowed to apply for fran-
chises around the country.
= That will be a lot of clout
when the billion-dollar
cable TV bonanza really sets
in, although right now, ac-
cotding to Hostetter, “it’s
an absolute jungle out
there.”

Yesterday, the committee

was in town to pick a slate
of four chairmen for their
four subcommittees. That's
part of the eventual nation-

_al impact they're going to

have on cable, too.

They picked the names—
for FCC Chairman Dean
Burch's final okay—from
about 120 volunteers from
around the country. Every-
body sat at the big table on
the eighth floor with 120
mimeographed biographies
in front of them while they
tried to find old friends and
old foes in the pile of un-
familiar names.

Alma Pedroza, who has a
Chicano - oriented radio
show in Los Angeles and
ran for office once in North-
ern California, didn’t make
it. Her name was “tabled”
after Wayne ' Current of
Buckeye Cablevision of To-
ledo, Ohio, objected.

Current, who is also gen-
eral manager of the Toledo
Blade, wouldn’t say why he
had blocked her. As the
blackballs went around the
table on some others, it was
agreed by steering commit-
tee members they wouldn't
be obliged to say why,
either.

Two blacks were on the
list of 10 potential commit-
tee chairmen finally drawn
up. They were Thomas At-
kins, who is director of com-
munity development for the
state of Massachusetts and
basketball star Larry Reed
of the Milwaukee Bucks,
who is part of a group seek-
ing a cable franchise there.

Also named was Prof.
Barry Lemieux of Harvard,
who is ramrodding an ef-
fort to get cable TV into
Bedford-Stuyvesant in Brook-
lyn.

But generally, there were

a lot of professors and foun-
dation types, as Roland S.
Homet Jr., a local lawyer
acting as special counsel for
the state of Illinois, pointed
out.

Walter Baer of the Rand
Corp. was on the list, along
with Stewart Sucherman of
the Ford Foundation, Prof.
Donald Dunn of Stanford,
Michael Botein of the Um-
versity of Georgia, and Dr.
John E. Brandl of the Uni-
versity of Minnesota,

Former Pennsylvania Gov.
Raymond P, Shafer, who is
now board chairman of the
Teleprompter Corp.,, was
also suggested as a commit-
tee chairman. A Princeton
graudate student and a rep-
resentative of the National
Association of Counties were
not. The latter, it was final-
ly suggested, might be in-
cluded if he doesn’t push
county-level regulation too
much.

The steering committee
itself, with a strong repre-
sentation from the cable TV
industry, agreed to meet
again on August 1. Then
they grumbled about a lack
of federal funds for invit-
ing experts, and then got in
a couple of hours or so of
making recommendations to
the FCC on what they called
“hot issues.” These included
suggestions the commission
consider problems in New
York City (closed-circuit
movies in motels) and fee
setting. Not so surprisingly,
these happened to be prob-
lems bothering the clients
of a couple of the members
of the steering committee
who happened to be sitting
around the table yesterday.
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) Investment Scene

FCC Ruling Brightens Cable TV Picture

BY GEORGE GUNSET

Despite extensive competition
and an intricate maze of local,

state, and fed-
' eral regulation,
i the outlook for
; the cable tele-
vision industry
| appears bright-
er because of
recent favor-
able decislons
by the Federal
Comm unpica-
% tions Commis-

sion.

Under the
new FCC ruling, the mausury
can now originate programs
and sell commercials, System
operators now have entry into
the top 100 television markets
where 90 per cent of the view-
ing audience is located, so im-
portation of distant signals into
the top markets allows for po-
tentially lucrative advertising
income.

Gunsat

Up to now, the surface of the
potential market has only been
scratched — 60 million homes
with television sets.

Saturation Low

There are approximately
2,570 cable TV systems in
operation, with cables running
into an estimated 6 million
homes in 4,500 communities.
The saturation rate is very low,
only 9 per cent of TV house-
holds are wired for cable TV—
mostly in small towns. Industry
officials see a potential of 15,000
more cities and a saturation
rate of 15 per cent in 1975 and
20 per cent by 1880,

Total industry revenues this
year are estimated at about
$360 million and are expected
to advance to $600 million in
1975 and $1.3 billion in 1980,

“Altho the FCC decision
places a huge financial burden
on the operators and carrles

with it certain restrictions in
order to protect the major

broadcasters, it is expected to
rejuvenate the industry,” said
Babson's Reports,
“Essentially, the ruling is an
interim compromise to the
large networks in regard to
the copyright controversy
which has been stymieing the
advance of cable operators,”

Top 10 Operators

The top 10 operators of sys-
tems ranked by subscribers at
last count are: TelePrompTer
Corp.,, Warner Communica-
tions, Inc., American Televi-
slon & Communications Corp.,
Cox Cable Communications,
Inc., Viacom: International,
Inc., Cablecom-General, Inc.,
T el e -Communications, Inc,,
LVO Cable, Inc,, Columbia Ca-
ble Systems, Inc,, and Vikoa,
Inc

Among the equipment sup-
pliers, Babson's sald Micro-
wave Assoclates, Ine., North
American Philips Corp., Oak
Industries, Inc., and Sclentific-

Atlanta, Inc., should share in
the scramble for cable TV
electronic components—a mar-
ket projected at $1 blllion by
1880—with General Instrument
Corp., General Electric Co,
and Westinghouse Electric
Corp.

For participation in project.
ed industry growth, the advi-
sory service recommends the
speculative grade common
stock of General Instrument
and Warner Communications.

General Instrument is a di-
versified producer of electron-
ic components and is the larg.
est supplier of equipment to
the cable TV industry. War-
ner, with a large stake in the
entertainment field, recently
entered the industry by acqui-
sition of TeleVision Communi-
cations, the cable business of
Continental Telephone and Cy-
press Communications—there.
by becoming the second larg-
est cable TV systems operator
with 360,000 subscribers.
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FCC URGED TO LIMIT
SPORTS ON CABLE TV

WASHINGTON (UPI)—
Walter Kennedy, National
Basketbal! -Assn. commis-
sioner, has urged the Fed-
eral Communications Com-
mission to curtail sharply
the broadcast of profes-
sional sports events on ca-
ble television.

Kennedy told the FCC
that pro basketball teams
were being hurt at the
box office because fans
with. television sets wired
for cable reception were
watching games from oth-

. er cities without cost.

Often the out-of-town
games were better, Kenne-
dy conceded, thus making
doubly difficult the chore
of building local atten-
dance, - .

The FCC is considering a
new blackout rule that in
effect would prohibit ca-
bled broadcast in an ares
of a sports event when 2
team of that same spori
was playing at home.

For example, if the rule

were adopted, Pittsburgt
baseball fans could no
watch a Mets game on ca
ble TV if the Pirates wert
playing at home the sam
time. ;

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

But Kennedy and other
sports officials said the
FCC should go further and
bar all pro sports cable
programming unless ap-
proved by the home team.



A Few Kinks in The Cable
JERROLD OPPENHEIM

New York Times (1857-Current file); Oct 1, 1972; ProQuest Historical Newspapers The New York Times (1851 - 2003)
pg. D19

TV Mailbag

A Few
Kinks in
The Cable

To THE EDITOR: ?
N his paean to cable TV, “Getting
I Wired or the Day the Fog Lifted in
Our Living Room,” Robert Berk-
vist suggests that the Federal
Communications Commission requires
every cable operator to provide two free
public access channels for the general
public. Alas, this is not so. Fits

The F.C.C. does require public access
in the 100 largest metropolises, but
most production equipment and studio
time is not free. More important, the
F.C.C. limits the number of public ac-
cess channels on the cable to one.

The only reason New York has two
is that the Board of Estimate had the
foresight to enact its Manhattan fran-
chise two years before the F.C.C. rules.
The F.C.C. permits such arrangements
to remain in effect even though they
are in violation of its rules. But cable
systems in the other boroughs will be
limited to one public access channel un-
less the city seeks, and the F.C.C.
grants, a waiver of the rules.

JERROLD OPPENHEIM

Chairman, Cable Television Committee,

American Civil Liberties Union
Chicago.
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PREPARE FOR SNOW

To THE EDITOR: ;
As a subscriber to cable TV for the
past eight months, I read with great
interest and an occasional snicker the
article by Robert Berkvist extolling the
virtues of cable television. From per-
sonal experience I feel that before long
he will find his enthusiasm for cable
TV beginning to wane and turning to
utter boredam, due to repetitive pro~
graming. True, some of the films are
great, but how many times in one
month can you watch the same movie?
Before long he will also experience
2 phenomenon probably new to his tele-
vision viewing—snow, large spots of
noisy snow completely blanketing the
screen on all channels. Take a veteran
cable watcher's advice, Mr. Berkvist,
and get a second TV set not connected
to cable, if you do not already have one.
HERBERT COHEN

New York City. .
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Nowell Wil
Oppose Tax
on Cable TV-

" 'BY IRV BURLIGH
s Timas StoH Writer
: NColt{ntl:({lhmalxli'l. Louls -
owell said he w pose
* as "highly dlscrlmin?:ory"
a proposal coming. before
City Council today, to levy
a 5% tax .on fees charged
ﬁir cable television ser:
vice. :

Nowell said that because
of hilly terrain interfering
with broadcast signals
more families in his “dis-
trict subscribe to cable
television than in any oth-'
e{t council district in the
city. .

"I have more than 10,000
families .in my district
.alone who have' to pay
about $5 monthly for cable
TV service," he said,

. 'No City Service'

The tax being rec-
ommended in a report by
the Revenue and Taxation
Committee would cost
subscribers an additional
25 cents monthly, Nowell
said. .
"It's grossly unfair to
penalize . people further
with this discriminatory
tax just because they live
in an area where they are
unable to get good televi-
sion reception without
this cable service," Nowell
asserted, "They would re-
ceive absolutely no city
service under this tax.

"These people have al-
ready .been discriminated
against once. The Federal
Communications Commis-
sion failed them initially
when it allowed. installa-
tion of television transmis-
sion towers unable to pro-
vide a good signal to all
Los Angeles areas."

Double Taxation

In another sense it
amounts to double taxa-
tion since the cable TV
companies area already
paying a 3% tax on gross
revenues to the city under
the business license tax,
he said. :

Discussion of the pro-
posed tax will get under-
way in the City Council
chamber,
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Churches Put
Programs
on Cable IV

A number of Long Beach
area churches are showing
what they are doing in
music, counseling, hous-
ing, education and other
work through cable televi-
slon. g ’

A series of 26 half-hour
programs begun this
month on Channel 8,

which is seen only by the
5,000 subscribers of Long

Beach Cablevision four
times a week.

"The Gathered and the
Scattered” was a joint pro-
duction of the cable com-
pany and the Long Beach
Area Council of Churches,
It was financed by a spe-
clal council fund drive and
a matching amount from
the Farmers & Merchants
Bank of Long Beach,

Putting religlous pro-
gramming on cable televi-

slon was considered mue
tually beneficlal for the:
congregations and Cablé-
vision, according to a
spokesman for the parent
company, TM Communi«
cations.

"The cable company
wanted pgood local pro-
gramming, and the
churches wanted a better
means than the mimeo.
graphed pink flier to reach:
uncommitted citizens,"
the spokesman sald,
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Cable TV Planning
23 Major Concerts

| By McCANDLISH PHILLIPS

A season of 23 major ‘con-
certs—including 10 live pro-
grams by the New York
Philharmonic—is planned for
cable television here by three
of the city's foremost -art in-
stitutions, Lincoln Center, the
City Center and the.Brooklyn
Academy of Music,

The season came within hours
of going on the air last month
but was postponed because of
a dispute with union officials
over certain subsidiary rights.

The season, which was orig-
inally scheduled- to run from
Sept. 20 through May 8 on the
Teleprompter system in north-
ern Manhattan, remains alive.
It can be set in motion with
about a week's notice, but if
full agreement is not reached
b

y mid-November the concerts
Lonﬂnmd on Page 81, Column 1
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Cable TV Is Planning to

Continued From Page 1, Col. 2;

will probably have to be can-|
celed until next fall. |

The public had no knowledge!
of how close the dream of years!
has come to realization, partlyl
because the negotiations have
been conducted in secrecy in
the belief that this would
assure them a greater chance:
of success. e

The plan calls for all concerls|
to be cablecast live, in color|
and in their entirety. It in-
cludes some coverage of the
audience and the musicians
tuning up, to give viewers a
sense of participation in the
whole event.

Cablecasts of the first two
of the 10 Philharmonic con-
certs, on Sept. 20 and Oct. 17,
were canceled because of the
dispute, but the Nov. 16 con-
cert, with Lorin Maazel con-
ducting, may go on.

In addition to the Philhar-
monic programs, five to be con-
ducted by Pierre Boulez, the
schedule includes nine Sunday
performances by the Chamber
Music Society of Lincoin Cen-
ter from Oct. 29 to April 1, as

well as four events at the
Brooklyn Academy.

The latter include the Bun-
raku Puppet Theater of Japan
and the Dancers and Musicians

of Bali at th Brooklyn Aca-
demy, and the Jewish State
Theater of Bucharest in “The
Dybbuk” and the Nuria Espert
Company of Spain in “Yerma"
at the City Center 55 Street
Theater. :

The series was put together
by John Goberman, a cellist|
who put his bow aside to accept
a full-time position June | as
Director of Media Development:
for Lincoln Center-City Center.
He will move into his new of-
fice at 1865 Broadway next|
week. |

“We were —right on the;
brink,” Mr., Goberman said.'
“We had to cancel it at the|
last minute, but we're all|
ready to go, We could go next!
week. It would be very diffi-;
cult to continue with the sea-:
son after Nov, 16 because we
have a guarantee with the
Philharmonic musicians for 10
programs.”

“It's still

breathing,” said

Relay 23 Major Concerts

Joseph C. Groth. Jr, general
manager of Teleprompter Man-
hattan  Cable Television.
“We've been working on this
since the summeér of 1970. [
would say our chances of going

‘ahead this year are on the

iplus side of 50 per cent.”

| To meet ob)ections that live
icablecasts might reduce the
'size of audiences in Philhar-
monic' Hall, Teleprompter has
jagreed to sell tickets to all
Philharmonic concerts to its
subscribers by telephone, with

the price of the tickets bought!
on the regular.

to be put
monthly cable television bill.

The ~company has been
lcarrving out this part of the
‘agreement in spite of the post-
|ponement, offering the tele-
phone ticket service ‘in its
|monthly program guide.

The series had what amounted
to a test run last November
lin the very well received cable-
cast of the New York City
|Opera's “Le Coq d’Or,” carried
llive from the State Theater on
both the Teleprompter and
Sterling Manhattan systems. Mr.
Goberman and Mr. Groth led
in that venture and the Sterling

Manhattan system joined in the
final days.

Sterling  Manhattan  said
yesterday that it was not in-
[volved in negotiations for the
‘concert series, but Mr. Gober-
man expressed the belief that,
|if the agreement is worked out,
that system would join with
|Teleprompter iu the presenta-
tion. ;

Negotiations ~ with  seven
unions preceded the City Opera
production, which came within
a hairbreadth of cancellation.
The initial concert series omitted
opera to reduce. the number
of unions to be dealt with at
the start. The dispute involves
the question of future, or re-
play, rights to the live cable-
casts.

Future Rights for Unions

Teleprompter, which must
pay a flat fee to the Phil-
harmonic, covering roughly
double pay for each cablecast
performance as well as a “prof-
it” to the management, has
140 cable systems in the Unit-
ed States and about 700,000
subscribers.

A spokesman for the com-
pany said -it would have the
right to use the Philharmonic
concerts in other areas by tape.
The " concerts might also be
commercially sponsored, he
said.

The performing -unions are
to have future rights—"a sing-
er exists again and again and
again,” Mr, ‘Goberman said—
but such rights have been re-
fused to the nonperforming un-
ions, and that is.the sticking
point. ;

“That principle in the future
would be disastrous,” Mr, Go-
berman said. “Everything is
ready to. go with this next
week, or next month, but if
they hold out and we hold out
it ‘could be never.”

Martin Bookspan, the televi-
sion commentator and critic,
is to be the announcer for the
‘Phitharmonic concerts. The in-
termission will be “a kind of
'musical magazine,” Mr. Gober-
man said, including a pretaped
interview® “with all the dull
‘parts cut out”
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BILL TO REGULATE
GABLE TV PASSED

Assembly Votes to Set Up
Agency—Senate Must
Concur on Changes

By ALFONSO A. NARVAEZ
‘Special to Th New York Times

TRENTON, Nov. 20—Regula-
tion and supervision of cable.
television in the state was vir-
tually assured today by passage
in the Assembly of a bill cre-
ating an office of cable tele-
vision with
i industry‘mr to regulate

| The measure, passed by the|
Senate in June and amended by
the Assembly’s Judiciary Com-
mittee, must now return to the
Senate for concurrence on the
amendments.

| ‘Ihe act, which passed the
1Assembly by a vote of 59 to 1,
establishes an office of cable
television in the Department of
Public Utilities. The office will
|be headed by a director
pointed by the Board of Pnb‘lt
Utility Commissioners.

A cable television advisory

council also is created by the
bill. The council is to advise
the director on implementing
the ;::lyvinians ol; thedbill and
in setting up rules an la-
tions for the industry. -
i In a related action, the As-
sembly gave final legislative|
approval to a bill extending a
moratorium on the granting of|
CATV franchises until Feb. 17.
An 18-month-long moratorium
would have expired on Dec. 17
and the extra time was said
to be needed to allow the new
office of cable television to!
be established and to set up|
rules and regulations.

The director of the office
of cable television, who will
act under the supervision of the
|board of utility commissioners,
Iwill be empowered to establish|
Irules and regulations ;ovu-ninm
|technical standards of perform-
ance for cable television com-
panies and to set rules for
maintenance of their equipment;
and facilities.

Authority to Investigate

The board of utility commis-
sioners and the director are
also empowered to supervise;
and regulate cvery cable
television company operating
within the state, as well as
its property, equipment, facili-
ties, contracts and franchises.
The board and director will
have authority to receive or
initiate complaints of violations
of rules and to institute pro-
|ceedings and investigations.

The act provides for shared
control between municipalities
and the office of cable tele-
vision for the establishment
and regulation of CATV sys-
tems. Municipal consent is re-
quired for the operation of a
system within a localily and
the municipality established
rates for CATV service and
supervises the local operation
of the company.

Although a municipality ma;
grant the franchise, after hold-
ing a public hearing on the ap-
plication, the office of cable tel-
evision must approve the fran-
chise terms and procedures.
The office may review!
and revise rates and other|
franchise terms and will main-
tain general supervisory powers
over all aspects of the opera-
tion and finances of cable sys-
tems in the state,

Before beginning operations,
a CATV company must obtain
the necessary municipal ap-
provals as well as a certificate
of approval from the board of
utility commissioners.

The bill, described as “a long
forward step” <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>